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TEAMWORK
Board of Directors

Yale Spina, Chair
Greg Batchelder, Vice-Chair
Randi Thompson, Secretary
Frank Cauble, Treasurer
Robert LeBeau, Secretary-elect
Chris Bender, Past Chair
Ann Carpenter, Director
Tamara McKinney, Director
Tony Santo, Director
Richard Tapia, Director
Cameron Bordner, Director
Greg Doyle, Director

Lythia Hawkins, Office Manager
Rachael Nelson, Registration
Alicia Herz, Development
Jim Klitzke, Grooming
Colin Henderson, Rental Equipment 
Richard Valdez, Maintenance
Mike Savage, Alpine Racing  
Mike Oehlert, General Manager
Bill Henderson, Executive Director

Staff

Operations Department Heads

Eric Ruud, Snowsports Director  
Frank Deras, Ski School
Dan Dickey, Ski School 
Oli Lieder, Snowboard School  
Mike Oehlert, Ski Patrol 
Chris Bender, Race Program 
Teri Henderson, Member Relations 
Kris Jones/ Jenn Teston, 
SkyKids Directors
Eaton & Kate Dunkelberger/Steve Baker,
SkyBridge  
Chuck Boisselle, Adaptive Programs 
 Andrew Brown, Transportation
Steve Boyer, Freestyle 
Donna Reynolds, Food Service   
Tom Raw, Risk Management 
Alicia Berkbigler, Parking
*All Volunteers 

Passion, Ownership,
Commitment

These are the shared traits of
the key volunteers and staff of
Sky Tavern. Without these
incredibly dedicated individuals
there would not be this
marvelous Nevada Tradition.
They undertake the
management and direction
setting of the thousands of
Moms, Dads, Grandparents and
other volunteers. For all the
changes in the world, Sky Tavern
is still that old fashion
community effort. It is a barn
raising for the Truckee
Meadows. 



Mission:
To provide outdoor education, recreation, sports
training, and competitions accessible to all.

75
Years!

A Brief History:

In 1948 a schoolteacher and athletic standout, Marce Herz, went
to Keston Ramsey, owner of the Sky Tavern Ski Area, and asked
for reduced price lift tickets for children. He agreed. With six
kids, a station wagon, and that promise, the Junior Ski Program
was born. 
2023 will mark the 75th anniversary of this event. While the
program has evolved from a few kids at the second ski area in
the Sierras, to a nonprofit awarded the most prestigious award
from the skiing industry, one thing has always remained at the
heart of Sky Tavern. Kids and families on snow. We are looking
forward to the next 75 years.

Celebrating

Vision:
Fostering each person’s growth & success through
outdoor sports and recreation, regardless of the
challenges.



Dear Supporters,

2022 was a far cry from the disruption Sky Tavern endured the previous year. Thanks to science and
support, the world of raising kids went back to what it was for the most part, but not entirely. It seems the
outdoors has become a larger part of daily life. Blue skies replaced video screens.

The parents overwhelmingly wanted their kids to get outside, and they did this is record amounts. The
flagship of all Sky Tavern programs is the Junior Ski Program, created by Marce Herz in 1948. Staffed
almost entirely by volunteers, the Junior Ski Program has taught over 125,000 to love the outdoors in the
winter. In 2022, for the first time, the Sky Tavern Junior Ski Program found capacity limits during the winter
season. With over 3500 members the facility was very full many weekends, yet kids and families still had
an amazing winter. New core volunteers signed in, additional opening days happened, and new offerings,
such as women’s clinics were created. Everyone finished the season tired yet smiling because of all the
fun and new abilities.

On average nation -wide, 95% of all skiers are white upper middle class and heterosexual. There is a
national awareness that winter sports have not been a haven for diversity. The industry has acknowledged
this and is trying to be much more acceptive to those outside the status-que customer. With outreach,
events and changes in employee policies the skiing industry is working to become more welcoming to all.

Sky Tavern has always been the home of kids that maybe would never be involved in snow sports. While I
dislike the term “people of color”, since kids rarely see colors of other kids, it is a description of who we
are trying to get involved. Ethnicity and poverty are not interchangeable so many different approaches
are being taken to make everyone welcome. Sky Tavern was already perhaps the most diverse ski area in
the country with 73% reporting identifying as Caucasian and now we are focusing efforts on doing more
on welcoming others.

As an example, David Murdock is a high school vice-principal and one of Sky Tavern’s best snowboard
instructors. He has a huge passion for getting kids that are not playing on the snow but should be to Sky
Tavern. He very successfully started a group to find and scholarship kids from the Truckee Meadows to Jr
Ski. These were kids that never even thought about snow as a playground before. For 2023 we are taking
this a step further because of your support with more scholarships and free equipment. All kids should get
the experience the freedom of the outdoors, and Sky Tavern will continue to be a leader in that goal
.
Thank you for your continuing support of this Nevada Tradition.

Bill Henderson
Executive Director



Since 1948 over 125,000 youth have learned to ski and/or
snowboard at Sky Tavern. 
The Junior Ski Program is managed by parent and community
volunteers. 
Sky Tavern is a 501c3 organization, and our operations rely on
donations and membership fees. 
Sky Tavern provides the opportunity for snow sports at the
most affordable rate in the surrounding area and gives 300-500
scholarships every season to low-income local youth. 
Sky Tavern has a dedicated adaptive program that serves 30
youth athletes a season.
The University of Nevada Reno Ski Team practiced at Grass
Lake (Sky Tavern) in the late 1930's and now they're back in
2022 as Sky Tavern has been named the official training home
of the University of Nevada Reno NCAA D1 Ski race team. 

Some characteristics that make the Junior Ski Program so unique: 

75 YEARS, SOME UNIQUE FACTS



BY THE NUMBERS
JR Ski members ( new record) : 3,652
Program Volunteer Hours: 35,712  
Days open:  42
Opening weekend of kids lessons:  January 8-9 
Closing weekend due to low snow: March 26-27 
Full Scholarships:  (Over 10% of all members have full scholarships): 382
Donated sets of skis and boards used: 1127
Weather closed days: 1 
Late lift openings: 1 (wind hold)
Weather lift closing: 1 half day on Sky Ridge
Support Members that became Instructors through a new program: 136
Lift incidents: 0 
Hockey Games on the Pond: Three to four times a week!
Number of smiles generated: Infinite

Summer events, (races, weddings, gatherings, etc.) produced:  27     
New Bike Trails built because of your donations: 3
Project Discovery Challenge Ropes Course Students: 3463

IN THE WINTER

IN THE SUMMER



INCOME AND EXPENSE



IMPACT

"We would never take our kids anywhere
else in the Tahoe area but Sky. The price is
right for a larger family and with
equipment rentals now it is very doable.
The hill is so safe compared to other large
public resorts and the environment is
positive. Thank you for keeping the
program alive for so many years. My sons
are 4th generation Sky Tavern kids and ski
with their grandpa and dad every
weekend. The memories are priceless!!"

"I love that the kids got to participate in their own growth. My kids
were very unsure of skiing at first but the lessons developed such
confidence for them. We were up there today for the closing day and
they did not want the season to end. My 4 year old was crying because
the season ended. I think the instructors do an amazing job."

"My kids loved it so much that each week we
practically had to drag and bribe them to get
off the mountain! They loved staying until
the lifts were shut down."



"I'm SO grateful for Sky Tavern!! As a single mom, I
could've never afforded to give my daughter the
experience she had this year at Sky Tavern! I appreciate
how incredibly affordable and accessible Sky Tavern
makes skiing to all families. It eliminates the barrier of
cost and skill level for any parents who'd like to
introduce the joy of skiing to their families. I also love the
fact that by necessity parents are so involved in their
children's experiences at Sky Tavern. I was so happy to
see the confidence growth in all three of my kids as they
got the hang of a sport that looked so intimidating.
The instructors were fantastic and worked so hard to
make get my son to each level. I am so appreciative of
how much fun we had. We came home from a 12 day
vacation and just got off of back to back flights (we woke
up at 4am Florida time), over 8 hours in the air and
airports and the first thing my son asked when we landed
was if we could go skiing. :) Love getting punched! Proud
moment for themselves, let alone as a parent. We are
new to Reno and met so many other great families!"

"We absolutely loved the adaptive
program. They were so positive,
supported my son at exactly the level he
needed to feel comfortable and able on
the snow, but also he made progress
throughout the season. He got to the
point where he could ski down Webster
with some turns, unassisted except
getting on the lift, his smile was ear to
ear, and he finished the season with
confidence and a love for skiing. We are
so grateful to this team!!"

IMPACT



Chris Gant
Chris Meyer

Chris Pedrotti
Christine Spilker 
Christopher J Kain

Chuck Boisselle
Cindi Packwood

Cindy Carano
Cody Wagner

Colleen Lavery
Colleen Stockwell

Connor Group
Cynthia Martin
Cynthia Pratte

Dan Wattier
Dana Walch

Daniel Giudici
Dave Teston

David George
David A. Leonardi

David Cua



THANK YOU DONORS
Aaron Fernandes
Adam Drost
Adolph A Schonder
Advertising Production Club 
Alex Gutierrez
Ali Nejadmalayeri
Alice  Heiman
Alice Thompson
Alicia  Berkbigler
Allison Nelson
Amanda Smith
Amy  Scolari
Amy & Steve Boyer
Amy Kim
Andre Butler
Andrea Franko
Anita Kitchingman
Ann Carpenter
Annetter Bidart
Annie Munn
Aria Sullivan
Art Rangel
Ashley Greenhalgh
B.J North
Barbara Arnold
Benjamin Spillman
Bhim Rai
Bianca Galeano
Bill & Maryanne Paganetti
Bill Fant
Bill Henderson
Bob  Kelley
Bob Alessandrelli
Bobo's Ski & Patio
Bradley Bening
Brandon Leary
Branley Bening
Brett Rixom
Bretzlaff Foundation
Brin and Stephanie Reynold

Bruce Delaney
Bryan Walker
Cami Thompson
Cancer Care Specialists
Carl Hlavenka
Carol Stranford
Caroline  Graeff
Caryn  Masutomi
Catriona Black
Char McLear
Charlett Farber Foundation
Charlotte Curtis
Cheryl Haverty
Chris Bender
Chris  Disney 
Chris  Pedrotti
Chris Colberg
Chris Disney
Chris Gant
Chris Meyer
Chris Pedrotti
Christine  Spilker 
Christopher J Kain
Chuck Boisselle
Cindi Packwood
Cindy Carano
Cody Wagner
Colleen Lavery
Colleen Stockwell
Connor Group
Cynthia Martin
Cynthia Pratte
Dan Wattier
Dana Walch
Daniel Giudici
Dave Teston
David George
David A. Leonardi
David Cua
David George

David A. Leonardi
David Cua
David George
David Jeng
David Larson
David Murdock
David & Kathy Landis
David Wise
David/Violet Cua
Davidson's Organic Teas
Dayna and Jeff Deaton
Deborah  Jenkins
Deborah Bailey
Deborah Jenkins
Deborah Kim R Wallin
Dermody Properties Foundation
Diane Davis
Diane Dow
Dominic Sinnott

Donette Dunaway
Doranna D Goodnight
Douglas Ballinger
Douglas Johnson
Douglas Schnell
Duane O'Sullivan
Eaton & Kate Dunkelberger
Edna B & Bruno Benna Foundation
Edwin Meyer
Elaine  Moser
Elena Covec
Elk-1 Ventures 
Elton Colbert
Eric Lamberts
Eric McCarthy
Erik  Reinhardt
Erik  Wallitne
Erik Reinhardt
Eve Nyrhinen

Ferenc Szony
Flynn Giudici Government 
Affairs
Fong Menante
Forever14
Francine Richardson
Franz Weber
Gabriel Chavez
Gail L Drake
Gary Evjen
Gary Rosenbloom
Glen Parvin
Greg  Burst
Greg Batchelder
Greg Burst
Greg Cubbon
Greg Park
Gregg Cubbon
Gregory Kitchingman
Gretchen Corbin
Gretchen Fins
Gretchen Hendi
Gwen Riglesberger
Han Dou
Hancock Family Trust
Hannah Eddy
Hannah Kelly
Heidi Cooper
Hexner Founation 
High Fives Foundation
Hoy Chrissinger Vallas PC 
Ian Brockelsby
Jame F Low
James Campbell
James Feenstra
James Low
James Renzas
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THANK YOU DONORS
Jan Morris
Jan Packwood
Jane Morrill
Janeane Wyatt
Jason Warren
Jay Fischer
Jeff Shapiro
Jeff and Margaret Whalen
Jeff Gordon
Jeff Haliczer
Jeff Shapiro
Jeff Whalen
Jeffrey Pierce
Jennifer Highley
Jennifer Moore
Jennifer Swann
Jennifer Virissimo
Jenny Cauble
Jenny Frayer
Jensen Precast 
Jerry Puryear
Jill Hitchcck
Jim & Namcy Greenhalgh
Jim Thompson
Joan Robinson
Joanellen Slocumb
Jodi Folen
Joe Leonis
Joe Taylor
Joe Tores
John Altman
John Beynon
John Buffington

Logan Hilterbrand
Luke Goddard
Lynn Heydon
Lys Shonnard
Madison Most
Marcy & DaveSegre
Margo Piscevich
Marialice and Charles Galt-Diaz
Marianna Samson
Mark D Meiser
Mark Garro
Mark Oliver
Martin R Giudici
Mary and Reed Simmons
Mary Ann Ransler
Mary Gonzales
Mary Wenata
Matthew Connolly
Matthew Stocking
Maureen DePaoli 
Megan Minkiewicz
Meghan Maxwell
Melinda Cowan
Michael Kavner
Michael & Bebelu Wishart
Michael & Catherine Eardley
Michael A. Pelster
Michael Bedell
Michael Jennings
Michael McMurray D.c.
Michael Shirley
Michelle Rachleff
Mitch Chubb

Molly Zurn
Morgan Goff
Myles Bean
Nancy Olsen
Nate and Ginese
(Kavner) Weyant 
Ned Robinson
Ned W. Robinson
Nicholas & Monica
Brown
Nichole Gust
Nick Basye
Nicole Hanselman 
Nicole Sharp
Nicolle Gust
Oliver Lieder
Paige Henry
Paige Henry
Parasol Tahoe
CommunityCory
Ritchie
Parasol Tahoe
CommunityRyan
Ritchie
Patrick North
Paula Anne Smith
Dermody
Perry N. Karraker
Peter Detkin
Peter Dunkelberger
Peter n Evie
Dunkelberger
Phil Bushard

John H Dudley
Jolene Hamilton
Jonathan Wright
Jonna Read
Jonnie L Pullman
Joseph Haas
Joseph Torres
Joshua Harvey
Josie Lai
Julianne Zotter
Kalyn Lopez
Kandi Davis
Kate Marsh
Kate Solaro Nelson
Kathleen Leach
Kathryn Landreth
Kathy Chapin
Kellen Flanigan
Ken Smith
Kent Wood
Kerry Tuma
Kevin Leopold
Kim Bacchus
Kim Diegle
Kimberly Pennington
Kimberly York
Krista Bosch
Kristin Lanham
Kurt Parriott
Lana Vento Charitable Trust
Larry Cassou
Laura Chubb
laura kavinsky vandendries
LAURA WADE
Linda Schneider-Erger
Linda Willits
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THANK YOU DONORS
Phillip Glenn
Phyllis Brock
Pledgeling Foundation
Procter Hug
Quinn Stegman
Rachel Bauer
Randell Thompson
Rew Goodenow
Robert LeBeau
Rebecca Ann Gaul
Reinhild Moeller 
Remy Goglio
Reno housing Authoity 
Renown Health
Richard Bochner
Rick & Ruth Ann Schwarze
Rob Stoddard
Robert C Kelley
Robert Guerrero
Robert Temmerman
Robert Z. Hawkins Foundation
Robin Barry
Robin wenrick
Rochelle and SteveBochner
Ron Anderson
Ron Coombs
Rosemary Kavner
Rudi Nobis
Russell-Mace Family Trust
Ryanne Walther
Sara Hanneman
Sara Whitney
Scooby Meredith

Scott & Carolyn Mariani
Shara Cohn
ShareWinter Foundation
Sheila D Linn
Simon Braun
Solecon Laboratories
Sparks Rotary Community Fund
Stanley Hall
Stephen Benna
Steve Davidson
Steve Phalen
Steve Sollis
Stillwater Foundation
Stitser Properties 
Stu & Erica Abrahamson
Svetlana Ross
T.J. Limon
Terence Delaney
Terry Rasner
The E.L Cord Foundation
The Leo P. Family Trust 
Theresa Bohannan
Thomas H Andrews
Tim McFarling
Timmy Smith
Timothy J Heydon
Tina Thalman
Todd Law Office of Todd Torvinen CHTD
Tom Cates
TOMMY BARCIA
Tony Santo
Tracy Lillig
Tracy Way

Roy Schumacher
Uwe Druckenmueller
Wendy Funke
Western Nevada Supply 
Willametta Day Foundation
William Pennington
Foundation
Willima Herb Kirby
Zachary Barbiasz
 



WHAT HAPPENED - THANKS TO YOU
At Sky Tavern we-
Hosted the start of new lives together.
Mourned the loss of a dear friend.
Opened new experiences for adaptive
athletes. Discovered new sports.
And passed on some old. We taught
some youngsters. And a few not so
young. By working together.And
improving our skills. We are helping to
make a change.So this gang can Keep
up that smile.



At Sky Tavern we-
Built a trail in memory of a friend, Rick
Sutherland.
We had the good fortune of hosting the
annual conference for Protect our Winters!
Took in the view while participating in Alpine
Yoga. Played with our young friends in the
youth bike camps. 

.
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WHAT HAPPENED - THANKS TO YOU



At Sky Tavern we-
Did what we did best and taught more
local youth how to ski and snowboard. 
We expanded our volunteer base,
ensuring that we continue to be a
volunteer centered organization. We
couldn't do what we did without your
support. Thank you! 

.

WHAT HAPPENED - THANKS TO YOU



Allow us to expand our operations to more local youth and high school race
teams. 
Help to ensure we can provide necessary resources for university level race
teams. 
Keep membership costs affordable because we will be able to offer more
programs to offset costs that are solely covered by the Junior Ski Program
presently. 
Guarantee a longer season with an earlier opening, thus allowing critical
preseason training for our local race teams and all program participants to use
the mountain. 

As the local population increases, the demand for expanded programming and
earlier mountain use increases. To continue our impact on the local community
and assure continued and expanded programming the board has launched a
Capital Snowmaking Campaign. The total cost for Phase I of snowmaking is an
estimated $2.4M. The E.L. Wiegand Foundation has generously given us a $1M
challenge grant and it is imperative that we match these funds to secure the
funding. We need to raise approximately $800K to meet the full campaign amount
of $2.4M and satisfy the challenge grant from The E.L. Wiegand Foundation. Any
and all funds received from The Thelma and Thomas Hart Foundation would be
used for the snowmaking purpose.

The addition of snowmaking equipment is essential to the forward progress of
Sky Tavern for the following reasons as snowmaking will: 
 

SNOWMAKING



ALPINE RACING

"Sky Tavern is proud to announce that Mike Savage, a United
States Ski Coach Association Internationally Certified Level
500 Ski Coach, is the new Alpine Program Director at Sky
Tavern. Level 500 is the highest ski coach certification
available, and Mike is one of only a handful of level 500
Coaches in the nation.

“I’m thrilled to be returning to the Sierra to help create the next generation of ski
racers,” said Savage. “Sky Tavern has a proud history of producing world class skiers,
including several Olympians and Para-Olympians. This area is a target rich
environment for ski talent, and I’m excited to be a part of the great team at Sky
Tavern that has been teaching kids to love skiing for almost 75 years. “  

Savage was a former director and head coach of the Mt. Rose Falcon Ski Team
(1997-2000) and the first Athletic Director and Head Alpine Coach of Sage Ridge
School (2000-2005). Savage moved East to work with schools that had strong Alpine
programs, including serving as the Alpine Program Director for Carrabassett Valley
Academy at Sugarloaf, Maine, and most recently as the Alpine Program Director
for Waterville Valley Academy in New Hampshire.

With a new Alpine Racing Program, 2023 will
mark the start of the next step in athletes on
their path to Gold.

While Sky Tavern has always been involved in alpine racing, it was just over ten
years ago that we wanted to be much more involved with the development of
young racing athletes for US Ski & Snowboard (USSA). Sky Tavern’s goal was to be
the first step in a long path of racing. We asked for the instruction manual to build
a great program and USSA admitted they did not have one. 

A year later the USSA Club Certification Program was
introduced nationally with their admission it was all because
of Sky Tavern’s persistence. Of over 300 race programs in the
country, under 75 have received certification. Sky Tavern
was one of the first to pass the year long certification
process and become a Bronze Development Program.  
A Silver Certification is sure to follow. 



www.skytavern.org

Sky Tavern Inc. 
21130 Mt. Rose Hwy

Reno, NV 89511 | 775-323-5125
info@skytavern.com

501(c)(3)



The ultimate goal of Sky Tavern is
to get kids and families outside
together, learning, sharing and

enjoying a sport for life.
Get involved or donate today. 


